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the 7gt at a historic rnomerrt when, despite numerous

ountry while regaining eco_nomic stability. As Sri

our col within a short period of approxirnately eiglrteen

in aclri progress. Amidst adversity, actirrg collectively arrd

with deterrnination, we lrave been able to positiori Sii Lanka on the international stage as a nation

bra'ded by aclean ald principled politicalculture, a bearrtifirl country rising with integrity'

Our next foremost objective is to ensure that the l].lacroeconornic gains we have aclrieved flow to

communities of all ethnicities across all provinces of Sri Lanka. we firrnly believe that witlrout this' it

will be irnpossible to realise the true rlrythrn and essence of the new developrnent process we are

build ing.

Recently, we were cornpelled to confront the largest natural disaster of our time. While the experience

of this calarnity was pailful, the strong foundations we have bLrilt over tlre past eiglrteerr months have

enabled us, witlr the support of all stakeholders, to move forward successfully irr the process of

recovery altd restordtiott.

Throughout the period since independeuce, our natiott has often missed golderr opporlunities to steer

.the country in the right direction, to achieve our national aspirations' and to live together in unity'

This time, however, we are determined not to repeat those mistakes. With unr'r'avering resolve' we are

striving to elevate ollr country into a more advanced, resilient and dignified State thail it has ever

been. Iwislr to ernplrasise that this endeavour is being carried out wlrile safeguarding our proud

culture, our aucient Iistory and our invaluable fteritage. standing firrnly upon tfiem'

I hold an unshakable faith that by realising in the twenty-first century the dream of a proud natiorr that

was borrr in the twentieth century but later became blurred. we can build Sri Lanka into the developed'

prosperous and vittuous country that our people expect, and thereby certainly create the new era fi;r

which we lrave lorrg aspired. In this etldeavour. we place our firm cotlfidence in tlre strerrgtlr of all oLrr

citizens, iu their collective spirit and irr tlreir unwavering character.

As we reclairn for our nation the victories tlrat,were lost in the past century, lonce again invite all

"iitr.n, 
to join hands in unity, determinatiorr and brotherhood to build the beautiful slrared drearn oI

,A Thriving Nation A Beautful Life'. with this call, I exterrd my warm wishes for a meaningful

National Independence Day that inspires us all to advatrce towards the true objectives of freedorn'

issanayake

Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Larrka
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